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For Parents of Southern Adventist University Students            View this email in your browser
President Smith welcomes Southern students back to campus. Also, check out
the First Day of Fall 2019 Semester.
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President
Mark Galvez, senior theology major 
Q: What are some of your spiritual goals, both for
yourself and students this school year? 
A: I make it a habit to pray every morning and
evening, and I keep a separate journal for both. I also
love preaching and have speaking appointments lined
up twice a month. As a senior, I could move off
campus, but I chose to stay living in the men’s
residence hall this year so that I can be more
available to listen to the needs of and pray with
underclassmen. I also plan to accompany every RA at
least once on their nightly checks to meet students,
pray with them, and offer Bible Studies. I also want to
pour into the leaders of the Student Association and
Campus Ministries teams who are working closely
together this year to create meaningful spiritual
programs. 
 
Q: What inspired you to run for SA President? 
A: Former Student Association presidents have been
friends of mine. I watched how hard they worked each
year, and I want to continue the work they’ve done,
while also keeping in mind my own goals and
passions for this campus. I want to grow as a leader,
and I feel God has called me to help students use
their talents to create the change they would like to
see here at Southern. Through specific committees
and teams, I want to enable students to use their
voice and become the solution. 
Q: How has your time at Southern and personal
spiritual journey brought you to this position? 
A: I’m a kid of the world. I grew up in Latin America,
Asia, and Africa and my parents were my greatest
mentors in Christian service. Pastors and friends both
at home and Southern have shaped my view of
ministry and challenged me in every area of
leadership. A few semesters ago, I read Patriarchs
and Prophets by Ellen White and two stories changed
my viewpoints on leadership. The story of Elisha
stood out to me because he did his best in everything
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whether great or small, and from that day I decided I
would too. And Joseph was a prisoner in a strange
land, but he thrived only because of his faith in God.
I’m also in a strange land; I only see my parents once
a year, but with God I am committed to investing fully
in Southern. 
Q: What are your goals after graduation? 
A: I can’t wait to be a pastor! I want to help plant
churches in big cities so that the church can become
a center of influence. I will do my best for the local
church because I believe they should be the forefront
of encouragement for people to use their talents. I
would also love to learn another language, such as
Mandarin.
by Natalie Boonstra
Quick Links
 
About
Contact
Directory
Calendar
News
Live Streaming
Parents
Check out the Welcome Back 2019 album on Flickr, here!
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BIOS Boot Camp Prepares
Students for Success
Southern Offers New Biology Summer Boot Camp 
With approximately 190 students majoring in biology this year, the Biology
Department at Southern offered a Biology Intensive Orientation for Students (BIOS)
for the first time this summer. This biology “boot camp” is designed to help new
biology majors thrive in their upcoming science classes. Seventeen incoming
freshmen took advantage of the opportunity. 
“Many times, incoming freshman are not prepared for college,” said Keith Snyder,
PhD, chair of the Biology Department. “The goal of BIOS is to prepare new biology
majors for success. It will assist our students in earning higher grades.”
BIOS is useful for students with all levels of academic preparation and addresses
topics such as time management, study techniques, note taking, and social
interactions that lead to success. The program covered approximately the first
quarter of General Biology in five days.
“BIOS is an early reality check for students contemplating the demands of the
biological sciences,” said Joyce Azevedo, PhD, professor of biology.
“This program helped me prepare for the school year by not only providing helpful
information for studying and learning but also allowing me to apply those tips in a
college environment,” said Grant Milano, freshman biology major.
Louisiana State University (LSU) introduced the BIOS concept about 16 years ago
and has demonstrated increased success in the biological sciences, increased
retention for students, and lower dropout rate for STEM-related majors.
“The program was quite successful this year,” Snyder said. “I hope we can do it
again next year and spread this to other areas as well.”
by Trisney Bocala
Welcome Back! 
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Dear Parent, 
We are so excited that students are back on campus for the 2019-2020 school year!
Thank you for investing your time to read Panorama, where we will keep you posted
about relevant and exciting events, stories, and other updates here at Southern. 
Your thoughts and feedback are valuable! Email southernparents@southern.edu or
call 423.236.2581 with your comments or questions.
Thank you!
Natalie Boonstra, junior public relations major
Panorama Editor
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